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23 January
European finance ministers balked at putting up more public money 
for Greece, calling on bondholders to provide greater debt relief in 
order to point the way out of the two-year-old debt crisis.

The euro traded 0.2 percent from an almost three-week high before 
reports forecast to show European services and manufacturing output 
contracted less this month, signaling the region’s economy may be 
stabilizing.

U.S. farmers, poised to ship record beef cargoes for a second straight 
year, may get a further boost as Japan, once their biggest overseas 
customer, considers easing trade curbs imposed after an outbreak of 
mad-cow disease.

Japanese stocks gained, with the Topix Index set to rise a sixth day, 
as proposals from European Union finance ministers to tame the debt 
crisis reassured investors, boosting the outlook for Asian exporters.

24 January
Asian stocks rose, with the regional benchmark index set for the 
highest close in almost three months, after the yen fell and Apple 
Inc. reported quarterly profit that more than doubled, boosting the 
earnings outlook for Asian exporters.

While Mitt Romney used campaign appearances in Florida today 
to try to turn the attention back to President Barack Obama, his 
opponents in the Republican presidential race kept their focus on tax 
returns showing he made $21.6 million in 2010 alone.

Japanese shares rose, pushing the Nikkei 225 Stock Average toward its 
highest close in three months, after the yen weakened and technology 
companies rose as Apple Inc. reported record sales and profit.

Oil traded near $100 a barrel in New York as signs of rising U.S. crude 
supplies offset concern that Iran will retaliate against international 
sanctions by disrupting shipping in the Persian Gulf.

25 January
Asian stocks rose for a second day after the Federal Reserve extended 
its pledge to keep interest rates low and Chairman Ben S. Bernanke 
said the central bank is considering more asset purchases to boost 
economic growth.
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Japanese stocks swung between gains and losses after the U.S. 
Federal Reserve pledged to keep interest rates near zero through 
2014, while European policymakers negotiate the mounting cost of 
the Greek rescue.

The dollar traded 0.2 percent from its weakest level in a month against 
the euro after the Federal Reserve extended its pledge to keep 
interest rates low until late 2014.

South Korea’s economy grew at the slowest pace in two years as 
Europe’s sovereign-debt crisis weighed on exports.

26 January
Asian stocks rose, with the regional benchmark headed for its sixth 
weekly advance, after Japanese Prime Minister Yoshihiko Noda 
pressed the central bank to take “bold” action to stem the yen’s gain. 
Energy and mining shares advanced.

NEC Corp. fell the most in 10 months in Tokyo trading after forecasting 
its third annual loss in four years and announcing 10,000 job cuts.

Japanese stocks advanced after Prime Minister Yoshihiko Noda said 
he expects “bold” action to address the yen’s rise. Energy companies 
and trading houses gained as commodity prices climbed.

Oil traded near the highest price in a week, heading for the first weekly 
gain in three, amid signs of economic recovery in the U.S., the world’s 
biggest crude consuming nation.

27 January
The euro declined against the dollar, snapping a five-day gain, before 
European Union leaders meet in Brussels to discuss the region’s debt 
crisis.

Catcher Technology Co. led Apple Inc. suppliers higher in Taipei 
trading after the Cupertino, California-based company reported 
record earnings last week.

Japanese stocks fell for a third day after the U.S. economy expanded 
less than forecast, dimming the earnings outlook for Asian exporters of 
cars and electronics.

Treasury five-year yields extended declines to a record low on 
speculation the Federal Reserve is preparing to increase its debt 
purchases to spur the economy.


