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30 January
Russian equity futures rose as Prime Minister Vladimir Putin pledged to 
reduce government involvement in the economy and stocks traded 
at the cheapest level among emerging markets for the first time in 
two months.

Japanese stocks rose, snapping a three-day losing streak, after 
Greece’s prime minister said progress had been made in talks with 
bondholders, easing concern Europe will be able to handle its debt 
crisis.

Treasuries snapped a rally that sent five-year yields to a record low as 
economists said industry reports today will show American home prices 
dropped at a slower pace and consumer confidence increased.

The dollar weakened against all but one of its 16 major peers 
as speculation Greece will reach a debt-swap agreement with 
bondholders reduced demand for the currency as a refuge.

31 January
The Year of the Dragon, representing wealth and power in China, is 
shaping up to be the opposite for the world’s costliest housing market, 
Hong Kong.

China’s manufacturing unexpectedly expanded last month on 
increased new orders, suggesting the world’s second-biggest 
economy is withstanding Europe’s debt crisis and a government-
induced property slowdown at home.

Temasek Holdings Pte, Singapore’s state-owned investment company, 
said Hsieh Fu Hua is stepping down from the board four months after 
he left his post as president.

Treasuries snapped a five-day rally after China unexpectedly reported 
growth in its factories and as economists said industry figures today in 
the U.S. will show manufacturing increased to the most since June.

01 February
The Tokyo Stock Exchange suffered its biggest disruption in six years 
as a computer glitch forced the halt of trading in 241 securities, 
prompting concern about system reliability amid the bourse’s bid for 
its Osaka rival.

The Australian and New Zealand dollars strengthened as Asian equities 
extended a global stocks rally, spurring investor appetite for higher-
yielding assets.
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Oil traded near the lowest in six weeks as U.S. crude stockpiles 
increased more than estimated and gasoline use fell to a 10-year low. 
Brent crude in London was at the biggest premium to New York prices 
in 12 weeks.

Japan’s Finance Minister Jun Azumi escalated his warnings against 
strengthening in the yen toward a postwar high, and signaled that the 
Federal Reserve is partly to blame for its recent advance.

02 February
Blackstone Group LP, the world’s largest private-equity firm, is studying 
a leveraged buyout of Brocade Communications Systems Inc., said a 
person with knowledge of the situation.

For Mick Davis, the 53-year-old South African who runs Xstrata Plc, 
the approach from commodities trader Glencore International Plc is 
unlikely to prompt him to surrender the helm of the mining company 
he built through a decade of dealmaking.

Oil rose in New York, trimming the biggest weekly decline in more than 
a month, before a report that may show U.S. employment increased 
in January.

Newt Gingrich was so bitter after his Florida loss that he neither called 
Mitt Romney to concede nor congratulated him in his primary-night 
speech. Now he’s hell- bent on chasing Romney around the U.S. for 
the next seven months making his life miserable. Who does this help? 
I say Romney.

03 February
Australia’s dollar fell from near a six-month high after a government 
report showed retail spending unexpectedly declined, adding to the 
case for the Reserve Bank to lower interest rates tomorrow.

Japan’s biggest makers of phones, televisions and chips say they’ll 
lose about $17 billion this year, about three-quarters of what Samsung 
Electronics Co. will spend on research to lengthen the lead over its 
competitors.

Treasury yields were three basis points from the most in a week on 
speculation investors will demand higher rates at $72 billion of note 
and bond sales that begin tomorrow, following a stronger-than-
expected jobs report.

KT Corp., South Korea’s largest phone and Internet company, 
reported a 13 percent increase in fourth- quarter profit as a one-time 
gain masked higher costs and falling sales from phone calls.


