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17 December
China’s stocks declined for the first time in three days, led by property 
developers.

Japanese shares rose, with the Nikkei 225 Stock Average extending 
an eight-month high, amid optimism the central bank will ease policy 
after the election, and on signs U.S. budget talks are progressing.

Asian stocks rose, with the regional benchmark index headed for 
the highest close in nine months, as President Barack Obama made 
concessions in negotiations to break the U.S. budget impasse, 
according to a person familiar with the talks.

President Barack Obama made a new budget offer that would raise 
taxes by $1.2 trillion and increase tax rates for households earning 
more than $400,000 a year, up from $250,000, said a person familiar 
with the talks.

18 December
Macquarie Group Ltd. plans to shut its Singapore-listed infrastructure 
fund after selling assets including a port and highway in China because 
it doesn’t expect its share price to reflect the value of its holdings.

A Brazilian journalist who won the Committee to Protect Journalists’ 
International Press Freedom award received death threats after 
publishing an investigation that documented alleged police 
corruption.

Yields on Treasury seven-year notes were near an eight-week high 
before a $29 billion sale today amid speculation U.S. leaders will avert 
the so-called fiscal cliff that could push the economy into recession.

Oil traded near the highest level in two weeks in New York after an 
industry report showed stockpiles fell the most in more than three 
months in the U.S., the world’s biggest crude consumer.

19 December
Jet Airways (India) Ltd. may trump Kingfisher Airlines Ltd. in the race for 
funds from Etihad Airways PJSC, hindering the grounded rival’s efforts 
to win investment to help restart flights.

Asia’s regional benchmark stock index pared losses after the Bank of 
Japan expanded its asset- purchase fund in the first meeting since 
Shinzo Abe’s Liberal Democratic Party won elections on Dec. 16.
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The “silent” removal of a 40 percent tax on China’s coke exports, 
coming after the World Trade Organization ruled against the practice, 
will drive up production and boost the nation’s coal imports, analysts 
said.

IntercontinentalExchange Inc., the energy and commodity futures 
bourse that helped make a hostile bid for NYSE Euronext last year, is 
now in talks to acquire the owner of the New York Stock Exchange, 
according to a person with direct knowledge of the matter.

20 December
OAO Gazprom led a rally in Russian stocks traded in the U.S., and RTS 
Index equity futures gained, after President Vladimir Putin pledged 
to cut taxes and lure investment back to the world’s biggest energy 
exporter.

South Korea may get a growth boost next year as incoming president 
Park Geun Hye abandons fiscal restraint and increases spending on 
welfare.

House Republican leaders canceled a planned vote tonight on 
Speaker John Boehner’s plan to allow higher tax rates for annual 
income above $1 million, throwing already-stalled budget talks 
deeper into turmoil.

Chengdu Communication Investment Group Co., Elion Resources 
Group Co. and China Development Bank are among issuers that may 
sell bonds in the nation’s debt markets.

21 December
China said it will better protect farmers’ land rights and boost rural 
incomes and public services to help narrow the divide with urban 
areas.

Oil traded near the lowest level in almost a week in New York on 
concern U.S. lawmakers may fail to avert spending cuts and tax 
increases that threaten the economy of the world’s biggest crude 
consumer.

Malaysia’s ringgit declined for a fourth day as signs U.S. budget talks 
are stalling weakened demand for emerging-market assets.

China’s stock-index futures rose, signaling gains for the benchmark 
index.


