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11 February
Treasuries held a decline from yesterday ahead of the U.S. 
government’s sales of coupon-bearing securities starting today.

Asia’s benchmark stock index is headed for its first gain in four days 
as Japanese shares jumped after Haruhiko Kuroda, a contender for 
Bank of Japan governor, said extra monetary easing can be justified 
this year.

North Korea likely conducted its third nuclear test today, a South 
Korean government official said, escalating tensions with an 
international community that has sought to curb the totalitarian 
state’s atomic ambitions.

West Texas Intermediate oil traded near the highest level in more than 
a week after the biggest gain since January. U.S. crude stockpiles 
probably increased last week, a Bloomberg News survey shows.

12 February
Wipro Ltd., the Indian software-to- soaps company controlled by 
billionaire Azim Premji, says Chinese demand for cosmetics containing 
bird’s nest extracts will help its consumer unit counter slowing growth 
at home.

From Mexico to Poland, bond investors are lowering their outlook for 
inflation in developing markets to a nine-month low, giving central 
bankers room to cut interest rates and boost their economies.

North Korean dictator Kim Jong Un’s latest test of a nuclear device 
is complicating U.S. President Barack Obama’s plan to reduce the 
American nuclear arsenal.

Australia’s dollar rose against most major peers after a gauge of 
consumer confidence in the nation surged to a two-year high, easing 
expectations the central bank will cut interest rates.

14 February
Karl Slym, managing director of Tata Motors Ltd., said he’s planning 
to build a diesel version of the world’s cheapest car this year to revive 
vehicle sales, which have dropped for three straight quarters in India.

Gold traders are the most bearish in more than a year on mounting 
speculation that improving economic growth from the U.S. to China 
will curb demand for this year’s worst-performing precious metal.

Treasury 10-year yields were headed for a weekly gain before reports 
today that economists say will show U.S. manufacturing and consumer 
confidence are improving.

Singapore Telecommunications Ltd., Southeast Asia’s biggest phone 
company, wants to focus on wireless services in Myanmar as it vies 
for the right to operate in one of the world’s last untapped mobile 
markets.

15 February
Rafael Correa, Ecuador’s first president re-elected since 1968, won 
the South American country’s elections yesterday after pledging to 
boost spending on the poor amid the country’s worst budget deficit 
on record.

Indian stocks dropped for a third week as earnings at some of the 
country’s biggest companies missed analysts’ estimates.

Japanese stocks rose, with the Topix Index rebounding from its first 
weekly loss since November, after Group of 20 finance chiefs signaled 
Japan has scope to keep stimulating its stagnant economy.

Steel reinforcement-bar futures in Shanghai fell in the first trading 
session after a week-long holiday, pacing declines in copper on 
global markets during the past week.

13 February
Most shares on the Topix Index declined after data showed the 
economy unexpectedly shrank ahead of a Bank of Japan policy 
decision today. The Nikkei 225 Stock Average extended gains after a 
former deputy central bank governor said the weaker yen is a “return 
to equilibrium.”

The premiums on stock traded abroad of OAO Mobile TeleSystems 
and OAO Magnit over their Moscow shares are shrinking as Russia 
moves to abolish limits on converting equity.

Asian stocks rose amid speculation an unexpected contraction in 
Japan’s economy in the fourth quarter will boost Prime Minister Shinzo 
Abe’s efforts to end deflation and as investors awaited the conclusion 
of a two-day Bank of Japan policy meeting.

The yen weakened, erasing earlier gains, after former Bank of Japan 
Deputy Governor Kazumasa Iwata signaled the currency has scope 
to depreciate further.
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