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29 April
The New Zealand dollar fell after data showed building approvals 
unexpectedly declined, easing pressure on the Reserve Bank to 
tighten monetary policy.

Taiwan’s economy expanded at a slower pace than economists 
estimated in the first quarter as a faltering global recovery hurt exports, 
increasing pressure on the central bank to extend an interest-rate 
pause to aid growth.

Japanese and South Korean industrial output was less than estimates 
in March and Taiwan’s first-quarter growth was half the forecast pace 
as weakness in global demand limits recoveries in Asian economies.

Copper dropped, poised for the biggest monthly decline since May, 
as weakness in Japanese and South Korean industrial output added 
to global demand concerns.

30 April
West Texas Intermediate crude fell for a second day after OPEC’s 
production increased to a five-month high and an industry group said 
U.S. stockpiles climbed for the first time in three weeks.

Japan’s power utilities reported combined losses of about 1.6 trillion 
yen a year ago, the equivalent of $20 billion at the time. Yesterday, 
they repeated the performance.

Sales of gold coins by the U.S. Mint rose to the highest since December 
2009 after the price of the metal in April fell the most in 16 months.

A Bangladesh court asked officials to seize assets belonging to the 
owner of the factory complex that collapsed last week, and the 
European Union warned of potential trade sanctions in the wake of 
the nation’s biggest industrial disaster.

02 May
Hong Kong stocks rose, with the benchmark index headed for a 
second week of gains, after the European Central Bank cut interest 
rates to a record low and U.S. jobless claims fell.

The cost of insuring corporate and sovereign bonds in the Asia-Pacific 
region against non-payment declined, according to traders of credit-
default swaps.

Gold headed for a second weekly advance, the best showing since 
March, as optimism that global stimulus will be sustained countered a 
reduction in bullion- backed exchange-traded products.

The dollar snapped its biggest advance against the euro in two 
weeks before the U.S. releases April jobs data after the previous report 
disappointed with employers adding the fewest positions in nine 
months.

03 May
Malaysia Prime Minister Najib Razak’s coalition extended its 55-
year rule even as it bled support from Chinese voters, retaining a 
parliamentary majority in election results that spurred gains in stocks 
and the currency.

West Texas Intermediate crude headed for the biggest three-day 
gain in nine months as a rocket attack in Syria renewed concern that 
unrest will spread to other parts of the Middle East and disrupt supply. 
London’s Brent oil rose.

Asian stocks rose, led by mining companies, after faster-than-forecast 
U.S. employment growth bolstered optimism in the world’s largest 
economy, pushing a regional equities gauge higher for a second day.

Steel reinforcement-bar futures in China climbed for a second day as 
falling domestic stockpiles fueled optimism that demand is increasing 
in the world’s biggest consumer of the material used in construction.

01 May
China’s stock futures fell, signaling benchmark indexes may decline 
after a three-day holiday, as reports showed weaker growth in the 
nation’s manufacturing and industrial companies’ profits.

The cost of insuring corporate and sovereign bonds in the Asia-Pacific 
region against non-payment increased, according to traders of 
credit-default swaps.

Australia’s government bonds rose, sending 10-year yields to the 
lowest in more than five months as stocks declined on concern the 
global economy is slowing.

Treasury yields fell versus their German and Japanese counterparts 
after the Federal Reserve reiterated its commitment to buying U.S. 
bonds as it tries to spur the economy.
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