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05 May
U.K. companies are shunning bank loans to fund investments, tapping 
their own reserves and financing sources like bonds and putting 
pressure on U.K. banks.

Credit Suisse Group AG (CSGN), facing a U.S. criminal probe of 
whether it helped Americans evade taxes, is close to resolving the 
case with an agreement that may include a penalty of more than 
$1 billion and a guilty plea, according to a person familiar with the 
matter.

Tencent Holdings Ltd. (700), Asia’s biggest Internet company by 
market value, will buy a stake in digital mapping provider NavInfo Co. 
for 1.17 billion yuan ($187 million), after Alibaba Group Holding Ltd. 
announced a similar deal earlier this year.

06 May
Siemens AG (SIE) agreed to buy some Rolls-Royce Holdings Plc (RR/) 
energy assets for $1.3 billion and plans to list its hearing-aid unit as 
Europe’s largest engineering company aims to close a profitability 
gap with rivals General Electric (GE) Co. and ABB Ltd. (ABBN)

The U.S. is pressing for guilty pleas from the parent companies of banks 
under investigation, including Credit Suisse Group AG (CSGN), in a 
marked departure from the past, according to a person familiar with 
the negotiations.

Asian stocks fell, with Japanese shares leading the regional index 
toward its biggest drop in four weeks, as the yen held gains versus the 
dollar. New Zealand’s currency weakened, while nickel and crude oil 
climbed.

Westfield Group (WDC) said it plans to sweeten its restructure proposal 
by A$300 million ($279 million) to allay concerns raised by shareholders 
of the publicly traded trust it manages.

08 May
Barclays Plc (BARC)’s decision to shrink its investment bank shows how 
tighter rules and dwindling revenue are forcing Europe’s lenders to 
scale back operations and efforts to compete globally.

In what would be the largest-ever purchase by the iPhone maker, 
Apple is in advanced talks to acquire headphone maker and music-
streaming service Beats Electronics LLC for $3.2 billion, people with 
knowledge of the matter said.

Japanese shares rose a second day, paring a weekly decline, 
as investors weighed earnings reports from the country’s biggest 
companies and Canon Inc. announced a share buyback. Nickel 
extended gains above $20,000 a ton amid supply concerns and the 
Philippines peso hit a five-month high.

The Reserve Bank of Australia reinforced that interest rates will remain 
on hold for the foreseeable future as a fall in mining investment and 
fiscal tightening weigh on growth.

09 May
Euro-area government bonds rose this week, pushing Irish, Italian and 
Spanish 10-year yields to record lows, as speculation the European 
Central Bank will cut interest rates next month boosted demand for 
the securities.

The chief executive officer is overseeing talks to purchase Beats 
Electronics LLC, the headphones and music service company 
founded by music-industry executive Jimmy Iovine and hip-hop artist 
Dr. Dre, for $3.2 billion, people with knowledge of the matter have 
said.

Consumer inflation in China moderated to an 18-month low and the 
decline in factory-gate prices persisted, giving the government more 
scope to loosen policies if a growth slowdown deepens.

Indian stocks rallied, with the benchmark index rising to a record, on 
speculation election results next week may show a victory by the main 
opposition party. Option prices climbed to the highest level since 2009.

07 May
HSBC Holdings Plc (HSBA), Europe’s largest bank, said first-quarter 
profit fell 20 percent, meeting analyst estimates, as gains from asset 
sales dwindled and investment-banking revenue slipped.

With Alibaba Group Holding Ltd. filing to go public, the biggest winner 
won’t be founder Jack Ma or his fellow executives or even venture 
capital backers like Silver Lake Management LLC. It’ll be Japan’s 
Masayoshi Son.

Asian stocks rose, with the benchmark index climbing from its biggest 
drop in seven weeks, while the cost of insuring debt in the region slid 
after Federal Reserve Chair Janet Yellen said the U.S. still needs stimulus 
and China’s trade data beat estimates. The Australian dollar gained.

Macau casino operators plummeted in Hong Kong trading today 
on concern a crackdown by the city’s regulators will hurt gambling 
revenue in the world’s largest gaming hub.
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