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26 May
The biggest proposed deal in drug industry history is dead. Or, dead 
for now.

West Texas Intermediate traded near the highest price in more than 
four weeks before data that may signal the strength of the economy 
in the U.S., the world’s biggest oil consumer.

Asian stocks rose, with the regional index climbing a fourth day to 
the highest level in almost six months, on prospects policy makers will 
act to support global economic growth. Metals and higher-yielding 
currencies gained.

Suncorp Group Ltd. (SUN), Australia’s largest general insurer by market 
value, plans a A$500 million ($462 million) writedown at its life insurance 
unit and cut its growth target for the year to June 2015.

27 May
The European Union still faces the threat of natural gas disruptions 
this winter after helping forge a draft deal to settle a debt dispute 
between Russia and Ukraine, which carries about 15 percent of the 
bloc’s gas needs.

General Electric Co. (GE)’s Jeffrey Immelt made a rare appearance 
by a U.S. chief executive officer before France’s National Assembly, 
saying his $17 billion bid for Alstom SA’s energy assets would protect 
jobs and the nation’s industrial base.

Asian stocks rose, with the regional index heading for the fourth 
increase in five days, after China reported on industrial profits. Gold 
slid to a more than 15-week low, while wheat and corn futures fell.

Stockland (SGP), Australia’s biggest diversified real estate trust, 
sweetened its proposal to buy smaller rival Australand Property Group 
(ALZ) in an all-share offer valuing the target at A$2.5 billion ($2.3 billion).

29 May
U.K. house prices rose for a 15th month and consumer confidence 
increased to a nine-year high on an improving outlook for the 
economy.

U.S. authorities are seeking more than $10 billion from BNP Paribas SA 
(BNP) to settle federal and state investigations into the lender’s dealings 
with sanctioned countries including Sudan and Iran, according to a 
person familiar with the matter.

Asian stocks rose, with the regional benchmark index heading for 
its biggest monthly advance since September, as a report showed 
Japanese inflation accelerated and investors speculated the U.S. 
economy is recovering from its first contraction in three years.

China’s so-called mini-stimulus is beginning to morph into something 
larger.

30 May
Natural gas-fired power plants accounting for almost 30 percent of 
Europe’s capacity are at risk of shutting or being mothballed as utilities 
opt to burn cheaper coal, according to the International Center for 
Natural Gas Information.

President Barack Obama will propose cutting greenhouse-gas 
emissions from the nation’s power plants by an average of 30 percent 
from 2005 levels by 2030, according to people briefed on the plans.

Asian stocks advanced with oil and copper futures rebounded 
from the longest slump in four weeks after a gauge of China’s 
manufacturing expanded at the fastest pace this year. Crop prices 
and the yen declined.

Origin Energy Ltd. (ORG), Australia’s largest energy retailer, agreed to 
buy Karoon Gas Australia Ltd. (KAR)’s stake in a natural gas project for 
about $800 million to tap exports to Asia, giving Karoon’s shares the 
biggest gain in more than five years.

28 May
Hutchison Whampoa Ltd. (13) won European Union approval to buy 
Telefonica SA (TEF)’s O2 Irish unit after it pledged to offer access to a 
smaller mobile operator.

As Bill Gross vows to restore top performance at the world’s biggest 
bond fund, he’s taking a path many of his rivals shun.

Asian stocks extended their advance to a six-month high, the Australian 
dollar strengthened and European equity-index futures were little 
changed. Bonds rallied across the region before a U.S. report forecast 
to show the world’s biggest economy shrank last quarter and nickel 
slumped.

Singapore Post Ltd. (SPOST) jumped to a record after Alibaba Group 
Holding Ltd., China’s biggest e-commerce company, agreed to buy 
a 10 percent stake in the company to develop its logistics in Southeast 
Asia.
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