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04 August
HSBC Holdings Plc (HSBA) Chief Executive Officer Stuart Gulliver said 
strengthening economic growth and rising interest rates should help 
bolster revenue in 2015 after Europe’s biggest bank reported weaker 
first-half profit.

American International Group Inc. (AIG)’s second-quarter profit 
climbed 13 percent on a gain tied to the sale of an aircraft-leasing 
unit in the insurer’s final earnings report under Chief Executive Officer 
Robert Benmosche.

Asian stocks dropped, with the regional index sliding for the fourth 
time in five days, as a private gauge of Chinese services industries 
fell to a record low. Emerging-market currencies climbed as corn and 
soybeans fell.

CapitaLand Ltd. (CAPL), Southeast Asia’s biggest developer, said 
second-quarter profit rose 14 percent on higher gains from investment 
properties.

05 August
Rio Tinto Group (RIO) is the world’s second-largest exporter of iron 
ore. It’s also one of Western Australia’s biggest cattle ranchers, with 
room for 25,000 head to graze on land spanning an area larger than 
Connecticut.

Groupon Inc. (GRPN)’s transition from daily-deal e-mails to 
e-commerce retail isn’t going smoothly, with investments in the 
strategy cutting into profits. The shares sank.

Asian stocks fell, with the regional index extending yesterday’s losses, 
after U.S. equities dropped to a two-month low amid escalating 
tensions in Ukraine.

Plunging dairy prices may squeeze New Zealand farm incomes and 
curb spending, adding to signs that economic growth will slow, 
economists said.

07 August
Spirax-Sarco Engineering Plc (SPX), a steam technology provider 
to industries from refining to brewing, said it won more orders to aid 
progress for the full year even as earnings slipped in the first half on the 
strong British pound.

International banks are looking to put together a group of investors to 
buy disputed Argentine debt and resolve a U.S. lawsuit that is blocking 
the country from servicing any of its foreign bonds.

U.S. futures (DJA) dropped with Asian stocks (MXAP) and Treasury 
yields fell to the lowest in more than a year as U.S. President Barack 
Obama authorized air strikes in Iraq and tensions simmered over 
Russia’s actions in Ukraine.

Melco Crown Entertainment Ltd. (MPEL), a Macau casino operator, 
fell in Hong Kong trading after posting earnings that missed analyst 
estimates and saying its Taiwan branch was indicted on foreign-
exchange violations.

08 August
Britain’s financial markets regulator saw requests for assistance from 
agencies around the world jump 14 percent last year as investigations 
are increasingly global, according to a law firm study.

Billionaire Richard Kinder is consolidating his pipeline empire in a $44 
billion series of transactions that will give him the clout to vacuum up 
smaller rivals as the U.S. shale drilling boom spurs a buying frenzy.

Asian stocks rose, with the benchmark index rebounding from the 
steepest drop since May, as Japanese shares led gains.

Malaysia’s national carrier, kept afloat with billions from the 
government in the past six years, got yet another lifeline after two 
high-profile jet disasters this year left its image in tatters.

06 August
Lloyds Banking Group Plc (LLOY) was sued by 220 investors who 
said they were misled into supporting a 2008 takeover of HBOS Plc 
that prompted a 20 billion-pound ($34 billion) bailout from the U.K. 
government.

Bank of America Corp. is nearing a $16 billion to $17 billion settlement 
with the U.S. Justice Department to resolve probes into sales of 
mortgage-backed bonds in the run-up to the financial crisis, a person 
familiar with the matter said.

Asian stocks dropped a third day while Australia’s dollar weakened 
after a surprise drop in employment. Gold was stronger after its biggest 
jump in three weeks and Treasuries extended a rally as mounting 
concern over Ukraine fueled demand for haven assets.

Australia’s unemployment rate unexpectedly climbed in July to the 
highest since August 2002 as joblessness increased along the nation’s 
eastern seaboard, increasing the likelihood interest rates will remain at 
a record low for an extended period. The Australian dollar fell.
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