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18 August
U.K. stocks climbed, after the FTSE 100 (UKX) Index’s biggest weekly 
gain in more than three months, as diplomats in Ukraine and Russia 
discussed a possible cease-fire.

Barclays Plc (BARC) saw the volume of U.S. shares traded at its dark 
pool rise to the highest since it was sued by New York for allegedly 
lying to customers of the venue.

MGM Resorts International (MGM) has scouted the world’s biggest 
fish market as a potential site for the casino resort it wants to build in 
Japan, according to two people familiar with the company’s plans.

QBE Insurance Group Ltd. (QBE) plans to raise about $750 million in a 
share placement and sell assets including part of its lenders’ mortgage 
insurance business in Australia after reporting an 18 percent drop in 
earnings.

19 August
Standard Chartered Plc agreed to pay $300 million for failing to flag 
suspicious transactions after promising to do so as part of a 2012 
settlement with New York’s top banking regulator.

Argentina plans to pay its foreign-currency bonds locally to sidestep 
a U.S. court ruling that blocked payments last month and caused the 
nation to default for a second time in 13 years.

The dollar climbed against its Asian emerging-market peers and held 
gains against the euro before the release of minutes from the Federal 
Reserve’s last meeting. Nickel climbed while Asian stocks fluctuated 
as BHP (BHP) Billiton Ltd. dropped the most since March.

Quantedge Global Fund, Asia’s best-performing macro hedge fund, 
said it has increased its assets to more than $1 billion, joining the ranks 
of the region’s biggest funds.

21 August
European stocks rose to the highest level this month as investors bet 
that a slowdown in euro-area manufacturing and services growth 
will increase pressure on the European Central Bank to do more to 
support the recovery.

Billionaire Warren Buffett has predicted Bank of America Corp. (BAC) 
will become a profit powerhouse once it finally resolves legal battles 
that have sapped funds and distracted managers. Now we’ll find out 
if he’s right.

Asian stocks climbed, with the regional index heading for a second 
weekly gain, after the U.S. equity benchmark gauge rose to a record 
before a speech by Federal Reserve Chair Janet Yellen. Indonesia’s 
rupiah strengthened and crop futures advanced.

Blackstone Group LP is in talks to back a Hong Kong-based distressed 
fund started by Jason Brown, a former global head of Goldman Sachs 
Group Inc. (GS)’s Special Situations Group, said two people with 
knowledge of the matter.

22 August
German stocks, punished for the nation’s trade ties to Russia and 
Ukraine, have gotten too cheap to turn down for some of Europe’s 
biggest investors.

Burger King Worldwide Inc. (BKW), the second-largest U.S. burger 
chain, is in talks to buy Tim Hortons Inc. (THI) and move its headquarters 
to Canada, becoming the latest American company to seek a 
relocation to a lower-tax country.

Chugai Pharmaceutical Co. fell the most in three years in Tokyo 
trading after Roche Holding AG (ROG) was said to decide against 
bidding for the almost 40 percent of the Japanese drugmaker that it 
doesn’t already own.

The dollar extended gains, climbing to an 11-month high versus the 
euro, and U.S. equity-index futures advanced as investors weighed 
the prospects for U.S. interest rates and further economic stimulus in 
Europe and Japan. Asian stocks pared losses, while gold fell.

20 August
Investment-banking fees in Europe, growing faster than in Asia and 
the Americas, are set to reach a seven-year high as sales of debt and 
stock and a buoyant U.K. economy outweigh stagnant income from 
trading.

The dollar climbed versus major peers, hitting the highest level against 
the yen since April, while bonds and gold fell amid speculation that 
U.S. interest rates may rise sooner than anticipated. Asian stocks 
dropped after a gauge of Chinese manufacturing missed estimates.

A Chinese manufacturing gauge fell more than analysts estimated 
in August as a credit slowdown and property slump add to risks the 
world’s second-largest economy will miss its growth target this year.

Treasury Wine Estates Ltd. (TWE), the winemaker fielding separate 
A$3.4 billion ($3.2 billion) takeover offers from U.S. buyout firms, posted 
its first full-year loss since listing in 2011 as it sold fewer bottles.
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