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05 January
Hedge funds are stepping back onto the gold bandwagon as political 
turmoil in Greece and government actions in Asia helped send prices 
to their biggest monthly advance since June.

Global sovereign bonds rallied, pushing yields to a record low, as oil 
tumbled and traders prepared for the European Central Bank to start 
buying government debt as soon as this month.

U.S. President Barack Obama is counting on Mexican President 
Enrique Pena Nieto to pressure Cuba to make democratic reforms, 
now that the White House has moved toward normalizing relations 
with the island nation, a White House official said.

Queensland Premier Campbell Newman called an early election, 
seeking to wrongfoot an opposition that’s drawn level in opinion polls 
as his party and its federal counterpart suffer a backlash over budget 
cuts.

06 January
Lloyds Banking Group Plc (LLOY), Britain’s largest mortgage provider, 
asked for an exemption from a rule that would require a separate 
board of directors for consumer-banking operations, said a person 
with knowledge of the matter.

U.S. stocks fell, extending the longest losing streak in the Standard & 
Poor’s 500 Index in 13 months, as small-cap and energy shares slid 
after oil pushed further below $50 a barrel.

Australian benchmark bond yields fell to a record, joining a global 
tumble in government borrowing costs amid speculation the risk 
of deflation will prompt the European Central Bank to start buying 
sovereign debt.

Service industries settled into a more moderate rate of growth in 
December, putting the U.S. economic expansion on an even keel 
heading into 2015.

08 January
The Federal Reserve Bank of New York’s oversight of the JPMorgan 
Chase & Co. (JPM) office responsible for the $6.2 billion trading 
loss attributed to the so-called London Whale was marked by “turf 
battles” and a tense relationship with another agency, a watchdog 
report showed.

Tesco Plc (TSCO) was cut to below investment grade at Moody’s 
Investors Service, dealing a blow to Chief Executive Officer Dave Lewis 
on the day he unveiled efforts to stabilize Britain’s biggest retailer.

Honda Motor Co. (7267) agreed to pay a record $70 million in fines 
and submit to stricter oversight for failing to tell the U.S. government 
about warranty claims and more than 1,700 injuries and deaths linked 
to potential defects in its cars.

Hong Kong home prices surged to a record last year, making Chief 
Executive Leung Chun-ying’s task of addressing the city’s affordability 
crisis even harder.
09 January
The largest crowd in French history -- more than 3.7 million strong -- 
turned out for rallies today across the country, joined in Paris by world 
leaders including Benjamin Netanyahu and Mahmoud Abbas, to 
mark nation’s worst terror attack in more than half a century.

High-speed trading firm Virtu Financial Inc. has found a new venue for 
its algorithms: a U.K.-based futures exchange that seeks to alleviate 
the pain caused by increased trading costs for some of the most 
popular derivatives.

Shire Plc (SHP), the drugmaker seeking to boost growth after 
its proposed sale to AbbVie Inc. collapsed, agreed to buy NPS 
Pharmaceuticals Inc. (NPSP) for about $5.2 billion to add medicines 
used to treat rare diseases.

Volkswagen AG (VOW) delivered more than 10 million vehicles for the 
first time in 2014, reaching the annual-sales milestone four years earlier 
than originally targeted on the back of strong growth in China.

07 January
Standard Chartered Plc (STAN) is closing its institutional equities 
business, cutting about 200 jobs as Chief Executive Officer Peter Sands 
targets $400 million of cost savings this year.

World leaders expressed outrage over the killing of 12 people at the 
office of a satirical magazine in Paris, one of the deadliest attacks in 
France since World War II that President Francois Hollande called an 
act of “exceptional barbarity”.

J.C. Penney Co. (JCP) shares surged the most in more than 10 months 
after sales growth picked up over the holidays, raising optimism that 
the department-store chain is back on the comeback trail.

Xiaomi Corp. zoomed past Apple Inc. (AAPL) and Samsung Electronics 
Co. in China smartphone sales just three years after releasing its 
first model. Founder Lei Jun is now on a buying spree to take that 
momentum beyond handsets.
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