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02 February
 With less than two months before Ukraine’s Russian gas-supply 
agreement ends, analysts are warning of critically low stockpiles that 
would threaten all of Europe.

German Chancellor Angela Merkel said the euro is at a crossroads 
and called on members of the currency union to settle on a common 
path to remain competitive with the rest of the world.

Gold held losses as investors weighed prospects for higher U.S. interest 
rates amid signs that a global slowdown may be hurting the world’s 
largest economy.

U.S. crude oil rose for a fourth day, set for its longest rally since August 
as strikes at American refineries bolstered gasoline futures. Australian 
stocks climbed before an interest-rate review and the yen advanced.

03 February
Greek Finance Minister Yanis Varoufakis arrives in Germany with the 
wind at his back: the biggest rally in stocks since the days of the 
drachma and a plunge in the week-old government’s borrowing 
costs.

The ruble is crashing. Oil is at a five-year low, and economic sanctions 
have slammed the brakes on the economy. It’s a good time to mine 
gold in Russia.

The Obama administration is proposing a $4 billion fund to reward 
states that exceed cuts in greenhouse-gas emissions, and wants 
steeper royalty rates for oil, gas and coal extraction on public land.

Asian stocks rebounded from an almost two-week low, led by material 
and energy companies, after an advance in U.S. equities as oil 
entered a bull market.

05 February
Oil headed for a second weekly advance amid the highest volatility 
in almost six years.

GrandVision BV, the Dutch company that operates 33 chains of 
optician stores around the world, raised 1.02 billion euros ($1.17 billion) 
in the second initial public offering this week on Amsterdam’s stock 
exchange.

The Federal Reserve should remain patient in the face of too-low 
inflation, a U.S. central banker said on Thursday, as he credited open-
ended bond purchases with helping the Fed avoid deflation.

Iron ore will slump into the $30s a metric ton this year as low-cost 
supplies rise and steel demand in China shrinks, according to Andy 
Xie, a Shanghai-based independent economist who’s forecast a rout 
for years.

06 February
Greek Prime Minister Alexis Tsipras reaffirmed his government’s 
rejection of the country’s international bailout program two days 
before an emergency meeting with the euro area’s finance ministers.

The private-banking unit of HSBC Holdings Plc made significant profits 
for years handling secret accounts for an array of criminals, from 
drug cartels and arms dealers to tax evaders and fugitive diamond 
merchants, according to a report released Sunday by an international 
news organization.

The premier of Alberta, a province that relies on crude revenue to 
help fund public services, wants to defer raising a levy on greenhouse 
gas emissions until other oil-producing jurisdictions introduce their own 
carbon taxes.

Hong Kong and New York offer the lowest returns for offices among the 
world’s major markets even as prices increase because of demand for 
high-quality properties, according to broker Savills Plc.

04 February
The metal’s price swings have rattled investors so much that even 
a 10 percent rally last month wasn’t enough to boost purchases of 
exchange-traded funds backed by silver.

Gold climbed for a second day after the People’s Bank of China 
joined central banks acting to counter slower growth, and policy 
makers in Europe tightened the terms of Greece’s bailout, boosting 
demand for a haven.

President Barack Obama’s proposal to tax the offshore profits of U.S. 
corporations could encourage all but the largest companies to follow 
their cash hoard overseas, according to business leaders and tax 
lawyers.

Global output of liquefied natural gas may shrink after 2020 as falling 
oil prices prompt producers to withdraw plans for new plants and 
delay investments.
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