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21 December
The European Union said it failed in its final attempt to reach a 
breakthrough over Russia’s concerns about a free-trade agreement 
between the EU and Ukraine.

Barclays Plc’s sold 500 million pounds ($744 million) of private-equity-
backed U.K. leveraged loans to Ares Management LP, as the British 
lender speeds up sales of risky assets to boost profitability.

Royal Dutch Shell Plc is on the brink of pulling off its biggest acquisition. 
Yet the widening discount of target BG Group Plc to the offer price 
shows that a further steep drop in oil prices could still put the deal in 
doubt.

Asian stocks were little changed in thin trading as investors weighed 
the prospect of more stimulus from Chinese leaders.

22 December
Ford Motor Co., the 112-year-old automaker, has sought a record 
number of patents in 2015 as Chief Executive Officer Mark Fields 
pushes the company toward Silicon Valley-style innovation.

Royal Dutch Shell Plc, Europe’s largest oil company, further reduced 
spending plans for this year and 2016 as it prepares to take over BG 
Group Plc amid slumping prices for crude.

For years, U.S. gas companies looking to export liquefied natural gas 
dreamed of a booming Asia. Now, with demand there falling and the 
first shipment weeks away, Europe has emerged as an unlikely savior.

Asia’s widest budget deficit is set to increase as India’s government 
implements a plan to clear debts piling up at power distribution 
companies.

29 December
The euro held gains versus most of its major peers after comments 
by European Central Bank’s Yves Mersch on the scope for further 
monetary stimulus failed to stem its biggest monthly advance since 
April.

The Stoxx Europe 600 Index rose 1.4 percent at the close of trading, 
with the volume of shares changing hands 39 percent lower than the 
30-day average. All industry groups gained except miners. Markets 
will shut on Friday for New Year. Some including Germany, Switzerland 
and Italy, will also close on Thursday for New Year’s Eve, while others 
will have shorter trading hours.

Top arrangers of emerging-market Eurobonds are readying themselves 
for another year of shrinking business.

Gold trading volumes shrunk in New York and prices were little 
changed as traders shifted their focus to the outlook for 2016.

30 December
Global stocks extended their first annual slide in four years as oil 
resumed a retreat amid data showing an increase in American 
inventories. The dollar gained versus commodity currencies.

European stocks fell on the last full trading day of the year as a slide in 
oil prices weighed on investor sentiment.

Chinese shares in Hong Kong extended the biggest sell-off in Asia this 
year on concern the nation’s deepening economic slowdown will sap 
corporate earnings. The offshore yuan weakened to a five-year low 
and bonds fell.

Asian stocks posted their first back-to-back annual declines since 
2002, underperforming benchmarks in Europe and the U.S. amid 
decelerating Chinese growth and the rout in commodities.

23 December
The euro fell versus the dollar for the first time in four days, leaving the 
shared currency on course for a second year of losses, as diverging 
policies at the two economies’ central banks drive foreign-exchange 
markets.

Gold futures posted a second straight loss as rising global equities and 
increased optimism on U.S. and Chinese economic growth reduced 
demand for the metal as a store of value.

Vietnam’s dong declined to the limit of its current trading band for the 
first time, reflecting further pressure to weaken after three devaluations 
already this year.

Across European banks, new chief executive officers have rolled out 
overhauls, pledging to fire thousands, exit businesses and cut assets 
to boost profit. For now, investors aren’t convinced the plans will pay 
off soon.
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