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01 February
Royal Dutch Shell Plc had its debt rating cut to the lowest since 
Standard & Poor’s began coverage in 1990, and downgrades of 
several other major European oil and gas companies will probably 
follow in coming weeks.

Mario Draghi said talks over Britain’s place in the European Union offer 
a chance to show that the region’s politicians are committed to the 
future of the European project.

Federal Reserve Vice Chairman Stanley Fischer said it was too difficult 
to gauge the impact on the U.S. economy from recent turmoil in 
financial markets and uncertainty over China, leaving policy makers 
undecided about what to do next.

Megadeals will probably be replaced by a rising number of smaller 
acquisitions in 2016 as growing cash reserves keep last year’s record-
breaking takeover momentum going, according to JPMorgan Chase 
& Co.

02 February
The 2016 financial stock rout worsened Tuesday as the country’s 
biggest investment banks plunged almost 5 percent amid a gathering 
storm of economic and financial threats.

Governments across eastern Europe, a region that’s sent millions to 
live and work in Britain, indicated there are gaps to be bridged in 
European Union President Donald Tusk’s draft agreement aimed at 
keeping the U.K. in the 28-member bloc.

Volkswagen AG’s namesake brand reported a decline in U.S. sales 
for the third straight month as the automaker continues to face fallout 
from cheating on government emissions tests.

Traders are paying more to bet on a yuan decline with options than 
they do for any other Asian currency, suggesting bears are regrouping 
after being thwarted by the central bank last month.

04 February
Mattel Inc. and Hasbro Inc. have held talks about merging two of the 
world’s biggest toy companies, according to people familiar with the 
matter, in a deal that would bring together the manufacturer of Hot 
Wheels with the maker of My Little Pony.

Nyrstar NV is winding down a zinc-supply accord with Noble Group 
Ltd., opening the way for more of its metal to go to top shareholder 
Trafigura Group Pte Ltd. Europe’s largest zinc smelter also secured 
$150 million from Trafigura to be repaid with shipments.

Federal Reserve Bank of Dallas President Robert Kaplan said it’s 
premature to judge what policy makers will decide about interest 
rates at their meeting in March, as they gauge the implications of a 
dimmer global outlook for U.S. jobs and inflation.

Australian Senators called on the government to tighten scrutiny of 
foreign investment after a Chinese company was allowed to lease a 
port used for military exercises with the U.S.

05 February
German Chancellor Angela Merkel said Europe will have to take in 
groups of Middle East asylum seekers directly from Turkey as part of 
an agreement to resolve the region’s refugee crisis by controlling the 
influx of migrants.

Iran will start sending 300,000 barrels a day of crude to Europe, 54 
percent of the total it shipped before authorities on the continent put 
an embargo in place.

North Korea’s launch of a long-range rocket prompted the U.S. and 
South Korea to reiterate calls for harsher sanctions and announce talks 
on the possible deployment of a missile defense system, moves that 
are bound to rile China.

Apple Inc. is on course to win clearance to open its first retail stores in 
India, a person with knowledge of the matter said, as Chief Executive 
Officer Tim Cook seeks growth opportunities in a nation of 1.3 billion 
people.

03 February
Lions Gate Entertainment Corp. has restarted talks to acquire Starz, 
according to people familiar with the matter, about a year after 
buying a stake in the pay-TV network company.

Europe’s political outsiders aren’t only racking up gains at the ballot 
box. The threat of a U.K. exit from the European Union and a looming 
Dutch referendum show they don’t need to be in government to 
shape policy.

Meritor Inc. fell to its lowest price in almost three years after the maker 
of parts for commercial and military trucks said that the dollar’s 
strength damped sales during its most recent quarter.

U.S. stocks rose for the first time in three days as commodity producers 
rallied with crude oil, overshadowing concerns that weakness in 
global growth is spreading.
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