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28 November
European Central Bank President Mario Draghi warned that Britain’s 
economy would be the first to suffer if its decision to leave the 
European Union leads to protectionist measures.

France and the U.K. are the two nations in Europe most at risk of 
power shortages this winter, particularly if there is a cold snap in early 
December or January.

OPEC officials failed on Monday to bridge their differences on 
an agreement to cut production and revive oil prices, following 
comments from Saudi Arabia that output curbs aren’t essential.

Strategists are coming around to the idea that Japan is the place 
to be in 2017, with Morgan Stanley the latest to embrace one of the 
year’s biggest comeback stories at the expense of America’s aging 
bull market.

29 November
The European Commission’s Brexit negotiator suggested at a briefing 
with the region’s governments that they only have a small window of 
time to seal a Brexit deal once talks begin.

Italian Prime Minister Matteo Renzi made a direct appeal to undecided 
voters in the closing days of his campaign for the Dec. 4 constitutional 
referendum on which he has staked his future, saying it was a chance 
to stop parliament and bureaucracy blocking the country.

Samsung Electronics Co. didn’t quite come out and actually say it, 
but South Korea’s most valuable company is probably going to split 
as soon as next year.

An OPEC deal to curtail oil production appeared in jeopardy as Iran 
said it won’t make cuts while Saudi Arabia insisted Tehran must be 
willing to play a meaningful role in any agreement.

01 December
French President Francois Hollande’s decision not to run for re-election 
paves the way for his more popular prime minister to enter the 2017 
presidential race.

A British government minister has raised the prospect that the U.K. 
could seek to stay in the customs union even after leaving the 
European Union, in a further sign that Prime Minister Theresa May’s 
team may be softening its approach to Brexit.

State-sponsored hackers have conducted a series of destructive 
attacks on Saudi Arabia over the last two weeks, erasing data and 
wreaking havoc in the computer banks of the agency running the 
country’s airports and hitting five additional targets, according to two 
people familiar with an investigation into the breach.

Singapore plans to bar former Goldman Sachs Group Inc. banker 
Tim Leissner from its securities industry for 10 years and fined Standard 
Chartered Plc and Coutts & Co. over breaches related to a scandal-
plagued Malaysian sovereign fund.

02 December
Austria’s president-elect Alexander Van der Bellen pledged to project 
a pro-European stance to the world after he saw off a challenge by 
a candidate from the far-right Freedom Party in a tentative sign of 
a fightback against the populist surge buffeting the European Union.

The U.K. government published its infrastructure-investment pipeline, 
detailing a record 500 billion pounds ($634 billion) of projects 
scheduled to be undertaken in the coming years. 

President-elect Donald Trump warned U.S. companies that moving 
manufacturing to other countries would be a “very expensive 
mistake” as they will face heavy new taxes -- an approach likely to 
face resistance from lawmakers in his own party.

South Korea starts what could be its biggest parliamentary hearing in 
history this week, as the heads of industrial behemoths Samsung and 
Hyundai line up with seven other top business leaders to be grilled 
by lawmakers over President Park Geun-hye’s influence-peddling 
scandal.

30 November
The Bank of England is searching for a potential solution to the use of 
animal fat in its new polymer banknote after days of controversy.

German Chancellor Angela Merkel signaled she’ll challenge Donald 
Trump’s skeptical views on global warming, setting the stage for a 
showdown between a vocal champion of environmental protection 
and a man who once dismissed climate change as a Chinese hoax.

OPEC confounded its doubters and sent crude oil prices soaring by 
agreeing to its first production cuts in eight years.

For decades, Singapore has walked a careful line between the U.S. 
and China. Now, the tiny Southeast Asian state is finding itself in 
Beijing’s cross hairs.
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