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12 December
About a third of French companies discriminate against job applicants 
with Arab-sounding names, according to a study of 40 large firms 
commissioned by the Labor Ministry.

The Switzerland attorney general’s office is shifting its focus to banks 
operating in the country as it continues to investigate Brazil’s bribery 
scandal, after plea deals with individual executives provided fresh 
insights into how the illicit funds flowed through the financial system.

Banks are seeking higher pricing on a $3 billion loan that Dubai is 
raising to help fund airport expansion as it prepares for World Expo 
2020, people with knowledge of the plan said.

On paper, OPEC’s supply deal could drain almost half the global oil 
glut within six months.

13 December
The pound strengthened the most among Group-of-10 currencies 
after data showed U.K. inflation accelerated to the fastest pace in 
more than two years.

Six months on from the U.K.’s referendum, the broad outlines of Brexit 
are emerging through the winter gloom.

Saudi Arabia has hired consultants to advise on plans to create 
top global companies in industries from petrochemicals to 
telecommunications as it seeks to bolster its economy and reputation, 
according to people with knowledge of the matter.

A consortium including Macquarie Group Ltd. and KKR & Co. offered 
as much as A$7.3 billion ($5.5 billion) for Australian betting and lotteries 
business Tatts Group Ltd. in an attempt to scuttle a rival proposal from 
Tabcorp Holdings Ltd.

15 December
Donald Trump’s arrival and Britain’s departure are finally pushing the 
European Union to agree on increased defense spending and greater 
cooperation between their armed forces.

Dubai aims to spend $35.7 billion to develop its second airport and 
logistics hub in the south of the city and is likely to rely on debt for a 
significant part of the financing, two people with knowledge of the 
plan said.

The Singapore dollar is likely to slide to levels seen in the aftermath 
of the global financial crisis as the Monetary Authority of Singapore 
resumes easing policy in April. So says an analyst who’s correctly 
predicted the last three central bank decisions.

Gold’s getting battered. The precious metal is heading for a sixth 
weekly loss and is near a 10-month low as a more aggressive Federal 
Reserve combines with investor enthusiasm about President-elect 
Donald Trump’s policies to push prices closer toward bear-market 
territory.

16 December
Without Britain’s contributions, the remaining European Union members 
will need to get by on a smaller budget, according to Denmark.

Poland’s ruling Law & Justice party promised to rework plans for media 
coverage in parliament, taking a step back in the biggest political 
stand-off since it won 2015 elections.

The Pentagon said China will return a U.S. Navy underwater drone 
after its military scooped up the submersible in the South China Sea 
late this week and sparked a row that drew in President-elect Donald 
Trump, who said on Twitter the Chinese stole it, so they can keep it.

With its harsh anti-narcotics laws and painful history with debilitating 
opium epidemics in the 19th-century, China wouldn’t spring to mind 
as a promising market for OxyContin, a painkiller that has been at the 
center of an opioid addiction outbreak in the U.S.

14 December
Deutsche Boerse AG and London Stock Exchange Group Plc say 
they’ve received formal objections from European Union regulators 
to their planned tie-up to create the region’s dominant exchange 
operator.

Tokyo regained its top spot among the world’s most expensive cities 
for expatriates for the first time since 2012 as the yen rose. London fell 
out of the top 100 priciest after Brexit crushed the pound.

Federal Reserve officials raised interest rates for the first time this 
year and forecast a steeper path for borrowing costs in 2017, saying 
inflation expectations have increased “considerably” and suggesting 
the labor market is tightening.

On the surface, Australia's currency recently played its traditional 
shock absorber role to perfection: it dropped four U.S. cents in the 10 
days following Donald Trump's shock victory.
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